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(H.A. S te l  85 Elmwood Rd. 
Winnipeg 5, Man.)

Esteemed Brethren:

The General Synod o f Edmonton -  1965 appointed us -  i . e .  Rev.Wm.W.J.VanOene, Rev. 
J .T . VanPopta and Rev. H.A.S te l  ( S .)  w ith the in s tr u c tio n  to  submit to  you an E nglish  
tr a n s la tio n  of the Church Order as far as p o s s ib le .

The fa c t  th a t Synod 1965 added the words as far  as possib l e  i s  a good enough in d 
ic a t io n  o f the d i f f i c u l t i e s  which would be encountered, a lso  in  the opinion o f t h is  Syn
od.

We do not have to  elaborate and g ive in  d e ta i l  the many d i f f i c u l t i e s  which showed 
up in  preparing an as far  as p o ss ib le  exact tr a n s la t io n  of the Dutch te x t  o f the Church 
Order,
To say the le a s t  i i t  has i t s  f u l l  bearing upon the language, the wording and the phrase 
ology o f the E nglish  te x t  as put before you.
Only, we as d ep u ties were bound and r e s tr ic te d  to  our commission and th erefore  did abide 
by i t  to  th e b est o f our a b i l i t y .

We submit to  you the r e s u lt  o f our work l ik e  we have sent a lso  cop ies to  the Chur 
ches in  accordance with our in s tr u c t io n .

We have been enabled to  present to  you t h is  tr a n s la tio n  thanks to  the help  of peo 
pie who may be considered to  know more about the E nglish  language than we do.

May the r e s u lt  of th is  our work as Synodical dep u ties for  tr a n s la t io n  of the Chur 
ch Order be th a t our Canadian Reformed Churches possess in  the near fu tu re , and further  
m aintain f a i t h f u l ly  th e ir  C hristian  Order, worded in  the language of our Country to  the  
g lory  o f God and o f our Lord Jesus C h rist.

On b eh a lf o f d ep u ties,
r e s p e c tfu lly  yours in  C h rist:

H.A. S te l
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2  V
T ranslation  Church Order ______—-

Art* 1 To m aintain good order in  the Church o f C hrist i t  i s  necessary th a t th ere be: 

O ffic e s , a ssem b lies, supervision  o f d o c tr in e , sacraments and cerem onies, and 

C h ristian  d is c ip lin e ;

o f which m atters the fo llow in g  a r t ic le s  tr e a t  in  due order.

OF THE OFFICES 

A rt. 2 The o f f ic e s  are of four k in ds:

c f  th e M inisters of th e Word, o f the D octors, o f the E ld ers, and of th e  Deac- 

eons.

A rt. 3 No o though he be a D octor, Elder or Deacon, sh a ll be peimrLtted to  en ter  

upon th e M inistry o f the Word and the Sacraments w ithout having been la w fu lly  

c a lle d  thereunto.

And when anyone a c ts  contrary th e r e to , and a fte r  being freq u en tly  admonished 

does n et d e s is t ,  th e C la ss is  sh a ll judge whether he i s  to  be declared a sc h i

sm atic or i s  to  be punished in  some other way.

A rt. A The law fu l c a ll in g  o f th"se who have net previously  been in  o f f ic e  ( b -th  in  

th e r a t io s  and in  ru ra l d i s t r ic t s  ) c o n s is ts  :

F ir s t  in  the e l e c t ! on by the C onsistory and the Deacons, a fte r  pre»ednng pra

y e r s , w ith due observance of the reg u la tio n s lo c a l ly  in  use or e sta b lish ed  by 

th e C onsistory fo r  t h is  purpose -

and of the e c c le s ia s t ic a l  ordinances, th a t only those can fo r  the f i r s t  time 

be c a lle d  to  the M inistry o f the Word wh' by the C la ss is  in  which th ey  l i v e  

have been examined in  a preparatory exam ination;

and furthermore in  Churches with no more than one M inister a lso  w ith th e ad

v ic e  o f C la ss is  or c f  the counselor appointed for  t h is  purpose by the C la ssic , 

where such p ractice  has been in  use up t i l l  now;

Secondly, in  th e e yvninatio n  both c f  d octrin e and l i f e ,  which sh a ll be conduc

ted  by the C la s s is ,  t  '- which the c a l l  must be submitted f  or approval, and rhich 

s h a ll  take place in  the presense o f the D eputies c f  the P a rticu lar  Synod ;r o f  

o raio c f  them;

T hird ly , in  th e approbati on by the members o f the lo c a l  Church, when,ihe name 

of the M inister having been announced in  the Church for two su ccessiv e  Suniys, 

no law fu l ob jection  a r is e s ;

F in a lly , in  th e public erd inati on before the Congregation, which sh a ll talc© 

place w ith  appropriate s t ip u la t io n s  and in ter r o g a tio n s , admonitions and pray

e r s  and by th e  im p osition  of hands by the o f f ic ia t in g  M inister (and by ether



M in is te r s  who a re  p r e s e n t)  a g re e a b ly  t o  th e  Form, i n  u se  f o r  t h a t  p u rp o se .

A r t .  5 M in is te r s  who a re  a l r e a d y  in  th e  M in is try  o f  th e  Word, who a re  c a l le d  t o  a n -

7 '

o th e r  C o n g reg a tio n  (b o th  in  th e  c i t i e s  and i n  th e  r u r a l  d i s t r i c t s )  s h a l l  l i k e  

w ise  be c a l le d  i n  th e  a f o r e s a id  manner by  th e  C o n s is to ry  and th e  D eacons,w ith  

due o b servance  o f  th e  r e g u la t io n s  b e in g  l o c a l l y  i n  use  o r  e s ta b l i s h e d  b y  th e  

C o n s is to ry  f o r  t h i s  p u rp o se , and o f  th e  g e n e ra l  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  o rd in a n c e s  f o r  

th e  e l i g i b i l i t y  o f  th o s e  who have se rv ed  o u ts id e  th e  C anadian  Reformed C hurches 

and f o r  th e  r e p e a te d  c a l l in g  o f  th e  same M in is te r  d u rin g  th e  same vacan cy ; i n  

C hurches w ith  no more th a n  one i n i s t e r  a l s o  w ith  th e  a d v ic e  o f  C la s s is  o r  o f 

th e  c o u n se lo r  ap p o in ted  f o r  t h i s  puroose by C la s s i s ,  w here such p r a c t ic e  h $'3 

been i n  u se  up  t i l l  now; and f u r th e r  i n  a l l  C hurches w ith  th e  ap p ro v a l o f  th e  

C la s s i s ,  to  w hich th e  a fo r e s a id  M in is te r s  c a l le d  s h a l l  show g o o l e c c l e s i a s t i 

c a l  t e s t im o n ia l s  o f  d o c t r in e  and l i f e ,  and w ith  th e  a p p ro v a l o f  th e  membas o f 

th e  l o c a l  C hurch , when, th e  name o f  th e  M in is te r  h av ing  been  announced fo r two 

s u c c e s s iv e  S undays, no la w fu l o b je c t io n  a r i s e s ;  w hereupon th e  M in is te r s  ca lled  

s h a l l  be i n s t a l l e d  w ith  p ro se " in g  s t i p u l a t i o n s  and p r a y e r s ,  a g re e a b ly  to  th e  

Form in  use  f o r  t h i s  p u rp o se .

A r t .  6 No M in is te r  s h a l l  be a t  l i b e r t y  to  s e rv e  i n  any p r iv a t e  m anor, i n s t i t u t i o n s  

o f  m ercy o r o th e rw is e ,  u n le s s  he be p re v io u s ly  ad m itted  i n  a c c o rd in c e  with th e  

p re c e d in g  a r t i c l e s ,  and he s h a l l ,  no l e s s  th a n  o th e r s ,  be sub j c c t  to  tiie Church 

O rd e r .

A r t .  7 No one s h a l l  be c a l le d  t o  th e  M in is try  o f  th e  Word, w ith o u t b e in g  s t a t io n e d i n  

a  p a r t i c u l a r  p la c e ,  e x c e p t he be s e n t  t o  o rg a n iz e  th e  Church i n  a  c e r t a i n  p la  

c e .

A r t .  8 T e a c h e rs , a r t i s a n s  o r o th e rs  who have n o t pursued  th e  r e g u la r  co u rse  c f  s tu d y ,  

s h a l l  n o t be ad m itted  t o  th e  M in is try  u n le s s  th e r e  i s  a s su ra n c e  o f t h e i r  e x c 

e p t io n a l  g i f t s ,  g o d l in e s s ,  h u m i l i ty ,  m odesty , good i n t e l l e c t  and d i s c r e t i o n  , 

a s  a l s o  g i f t s  o f  p u b lic  add ress,,

When such p e rso n s  p re s e n t  th e m se lv es  f o r  th e  M in is try ,  th e  C la s s i s  ( i f  th e  

P a r t i c u l a r  Synod app rove) s h a l l  f i r s t  exam ine them , and i n  acco rd an ce  w ith th e  

r e s u l t s  o f  th e  ex am in a tio n  l e t  them p r iv a t e ly  speak  a  word o f e d i f i c a t i o n  f o r  

some t im e , and f u r t h e r  d e a l w ith  them  as  i t  s h a l l  deem e d i fy in g ,  a c c o rd in g  to  

th e  g e n e ra l  r e g u la t io n s  adop ted  b y  th e  C hurches f o r  t h i s  p u rp o se .

A r t .  9 N o v ices , p r i e s t s ,  monies, and o th e rs  who have l e f t  some s e c t ,  s h a l l  n o t be ad

m itte d  t o  th e  M in is try  e x ce p t -with g r e a t  c a u t io n  and c a r e f u ln e s s ,  and a l s o  a f  

t e r  h av ing  been  w e ll  t e s t e d  f o r  some t im e .

A r t .10  A M in is te r ,  once la w f u l ly  c a l l e d ,  may n o t le a v e  th e  C o n g reg a tio n  w ith  w hich



he i s  connected, to  accept a c a l l  elsew here, w ithout the consent o f the C onsis

to ry , togeth er  with the Deacons, and knowledge on the part o f the C la s s is ;  l ik e  

w ise no other Church may rece iv e  him u n t il  he has presented a proper c er tif ica te  

o f d ism issa l from the Church and the C la ss is  where he served.

A rt. 11 On the other hand, the C onsistory, representing the Congregation, sh a ll  a lso  be 

bound to  provide for  the proper support o f i t s  m in isters , and sh a ll not d ism iss  

them without the knowledge and approbation o f the C la ss is  and o f the dep u ties  

ox the P articu lar  Synod.

A rt. 12 Inasmuch as a M inister o f the Uord, once la w fu lly  ca lled  as described  above, i s  

bound to  the serv ice  o f the Church for  l i f e ,  he i s  not allowed to  enter upon an 

other v o ca tion , except for  great and weighty reasons, which the C la s s is  sh a ll  

note and judge; which judgment the C la ss is  sh a ll not pass w ithout the knowledge 

and approbation o f the D eputies o f the P articu lar  Synode

A rt. 13 M in isters, who by reason o f age, s ick n ess , or otherw ise, arc rendered incapable  

of performing the d u tie s  o f th e ir  o f f i c e ,  sh a ll n everth e less  r e ta in  the honour 

and t i t l e  of a ’-Sinister, and th e Church which th ey  have served s h a ll  provide ho 

nourably fo r  them (lik e w ise  a lso  for the widows and orphans o f  M inisters in  gen 

o r a l ) .

A rt. 14. I f  any M in ister, fo r  the aforesa id  or any other reason, i s  compelled to  d isco n 

tin u e  h is  serv ice  fo r  a tim e, which sh a ll not take place w ithout th e advice of 

the C onsistory , he sh a ll n ev erth e less  at a l l  tim es be and remain su b ject to  the  

c a l l  o f the Congregation.

A rt. 15 ITo one, n eg lec tin g  the M inistry o f h is  Church or being w ithout a f ix e d  charge , 

sh a ll  be perm itted to  preach in d iscr im in a te ly  w ithout the consent and authoriz

a tio n  o f  Synod or C la s s is . L ikew ise, no one s h a ll be perm itted to  preach or ad

m in ister  the Sacramento in  another Church w ithout the consent o f  th e C onsistory  

o f th a t Church.

A rt. 16 The o f f ic e  o f the M in isters i s  to  continue in  prayer and in  the m in istry  o f the  

Uord, to  d ispense the Sacraments, to  watch over th e ir  brethren, the E lders and 

Deacons, as w e ll as over the Congregation, and f in a l ly ,  w ith the E ld ers, to  ex

e r c is e  Church d is c ip lin e  and to  see to  i t  th at everything i s  done honourably and 

in  good order.

A rt. 17 Among the M inisters c f the Word eq u a lity  sh a ll be maintained with resp ect to  the  

d u tie s  of th e ir  o f f ic e  and a lso  in  other m atters as far  as p o ss ib le  according 

to  the judgment of the C onsistory, and i f  n ecessary , of the C la s s is ;  which equa 

l i t y  sh a ll a lso  be maintained among the E lders and the Deacons,



A r t ,  18 The o f f i c e  o f th e  D o cto rs  o r  P ro fe s s o r s  o f T heology i s  to  expound th e  H oly S c r ip  

tu r e  and to  v in d ic a te  th e  sound d o c t r in e  a g a in s t  h e r e s ie s  and e r r o r s .

A r t .  19 The C hurches s h a l l  e x e r t  th e m se lv e s , a s  f a r  as n e c e s s a ry ,  t h a t  th e r e  be s tu d e n ts  

o f th e o lo g y  who a re  su p p o rted  by them .

A r t ,  20 In  th e  C hurches where th e re  a re  p e rso n s  who ac c o rd in g  to  A r t i c l e  8 have been  jud  

ged com peten t t o  be p re p a re d  f o r  th e  M in is try  o f th e  Word, i t  may be a rra n g e d  

t h a t  f o r  t h e i r  t r a i n in g  th e y  speak an e d ify in g  w ord.

A r t .  21 The C o n s is to r ie s  everyw here s h a l l  see t o  i t  t h a t  th e r e  a re  good te a c h e r s  who shall 

n o t o n ly  te a c h  th e  c h i ld r e n  r e a d in g ,  w r i t in g ,  la n g u a g e s , and a r t s ,  b u t a l s o  i n s 

t r u c t  them  i n  g o d lin e s s  and th e  C atech ism .

A r t .  22 The E ld e r s  s h a l l  be chosen by th e  judgm ent o f th e  C o n s is to ry  and th e  Deacons acc 

o rd in g  to  th e  r e g u la t io n s  t h a t  a re  i n  use  l o c a l l y  o r t h a t  a re  f o r  t h a t  pu rpose  

e s ta b l i s h e d  by th e  C o n s is to ry . In  pu rsuance o f  th e s e  r e g u la t io n s  e v e ry  Church 

s h a l l  be a t  l i b e r t y ,  acc o rd in g  to  i t s  c irc u m s ta n c e s , to  g iv e  th e  members o f th e  

C o n g reg a tio n  an o p p o r tu n i ty  to  d i r e c t  a t t e n t i o n  to  s u i t a b le  p e rs o n s ; and f u r t h e r  

t o  p re s e n t  t o  th e  C o n g reg a tio n  f o r  e l e c t i o n  as many E ld e r s  a s  a re  n ee d e d ,in  order 

t h a t  th e y ,  a f t e r  b e in g  approved and ag reed  upon by th e  C o n g reg a tio n  (and u n le s s  

any o b s ta c le  a r i s e )  be i n s t a l l e d  w ith  p u b lic  p ra y e rs  and s t i p u l a t i o n s ; o r  p re s e n t  

a  d o ub le  number to  th e  C o n g reg a tio n  and th e re u p o n  i n s t a l l  th e  o n e -h a lf  chosen  by 

i t ,  i n  th e  a fo r e s a id  m anner, a g re e a b ly  to  th e  Form in  use  f o r  t h i s  p u rp o se .

A r t .  23 The o f f i c e  o f  th e  E ld e r s ,  i n  a d d i t io n  to  what was s a id  above i n  A r t i c l e  16 t o  be 

t h e i r  d u ty  i n  common w ith  th e  M in is te r s  of th e  Word, i s  to  ta k e  head t h a t  the Min 

i s t e r s ,  to g e th e r  w ith  t h e i r  f e l lo w -E ld e r s  and D eacons, f a i t h f u l l y  d is c h a rg e  their 

o f f i c e ,  and do th e  work o f v i s i t i n g  as  tim e and c irc u m sta n c e s  may demand f o r  th e  

e d i f i c a t i o n  o f th e  C o n g reg a tio n  b o th  b e fo re  and a f t e r  th e  L o rd 's  S u p p er, i n  o rd 

e r  p a r t i c u l a r l y  to  com fort and i n s t r u c t  th e  members o f th e  C o n g re g a tio n , and a l 

so t o  e x h o r t o th e r s  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  th e  C h r is t i a n  R e l ig io n .

A r t .  21 In  th e  e l e c t i o n ,  a p p ro b a tio n , and o rd in a t io n  o f th e  Deacons th e  same manner sh a ll 

be fo llo w ed  as was s ta t e d  co n ce rn in g  th e  E ld e r s .

A r t .  25 The o f f i c e  p e c u l ia r  t o  th e  Deacons i s  d i l i g e n t l y  t o  c o l l e c t  alm s and o th e r  c o n tr  

ib u t io n s  o f c h a r i t y ,  and a f t e r  m utual c o u n se l, f a i t h f u l l y  and d i l i g e n t l y  t o  d i s 

t r i b u t e  th e  same to  th e  p o o r, n o t o n ly  to  th o se  who b e lo n g  to  th e  C o n g reg a tio n  

b u t a l s o  to  s t r a n g e r s ,  as  t h e i r  needs may r e q u i r e  i t ;  to  v i s i t  and com fo rt th e  

d i s t r e s s e d  and to  e x e rc is e  c a re  t h a t  th e  alms a re  n o t m isu sed ; o f  w hich th e y  

s h a l l  r e n d e r  an acco u n t i n  th e  C o n s is to ry , and a l s o  ( i f  anyone d e s i r e s  to  be p re  

s e n t)  b e fo re  th e  C o n g reg a tio n , a t  such a  tim e as  th e  C o n s is to ry  may see  f i t .
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A r t .  26 In  p la c e s  w here o th e rs  a re  d e v o tin g  th e m se lv es  t o  th e  c a re  o f th e  p o o r, th e  Dea 

cons s h a l l  endeavour t o  m a in ta in  good r e l a t i o n s  w ith  them  to  th e  end t h a t  th e  

alms may a l l  th e  b e t t e r  be d i s t r i b u t e d  among th o s e  who have g r e a t e s t  n eed .

A r t .  27 The E ld e rs  and Deacons s h a l l  se rv e  two or more y e a rs  a c c o rd in g  to  l o c a l  r e g u la t  

io n s ,  and a  p ro p o r t io n a te  number s h a l l  r e t i r e  each y e a r .  The r e t i r i n g  o f f i c e 

b e a r e r s  s h a l l  be succeeded by o th e rs  u n le s s  th e  c irc u m sta n c e s  and th e  w ell-being  

o f any C hurch , i n  th e  e x e c u tio n  o f A r t ic l e s  22 and 21 , r e n d e r  a  r e - e l e c t i o n  ad 

v is a b le  .

A r t .  28 As th e  o f f i c e  o f C h r i s t i a n  S e c u la r  A u th o r i t ie s  i s  t o  prom ote i n  e v e ry  way th e  

H oly M in is try ,  t o  commend th e  same to  t h e i r  s u b je c t s  by t h e i r  own exam ple, and 

w henever need a r i s e s  t o  le n d  a  h e lp in g  hand to  th e  M in is te r s ,  E ld e r s ,  and D eac

o n s , and to  p r o te c t  them  i n  th e  m ain tenance  of t h e i r  good o rd e r ,  so a l l  M in is t

e r s ,  E ld e r s ,  and Deacons a re  i n  d u ty  bound d i l i g e n t l y  and s in c e r e ly  t o  im p ress  

upon th e  w hole C o n g reg a tio n  th e  o b ed ien ce , lo v e ,  and r e s p e c t  w hich i s  due t o  Se 

c u la r  A u th o r i t i e s ;  and a l l  o f f i c e - b e a r e r s  o f  th e  Church s h a l l  s e t  a  good example 

i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  f o r  th e  C o n g reg a tio n , and endeavour by due r e s p e c t  and communi

c a t io n  to  se c u re  and r e t a i n  th e  fav o u r o f th e  S e c u la r  A u th o r i t ie s  to w ard s  th e  

C hurch , i n  o rd e r  t h a t ,  each do ing  h i s  d u ty  i n  th e  f e a r  o f th e  L ord , a l l  s u s p ic 

io n  and d i s t r u s t  may be p re v e n te d , and good harmony may be m a in ta in e d  f o r  th e  

w e lfa re  o f th e  C hurches.

OF THE ECCLESIASTICAL ASSEMBLIES

A r t .  29 Four k in d s  o f e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a s se m b lie s  s h a l l  be m a in ta in e d : th e  C o n s is to ry , th e  

C la s s i s ,  th e  P a r t i c u l a r  Synod, and th e  G enera l Synod.

A r t .  30 In  th e s e  a s se m b lie s  no o th e r  th a n  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  m a tte r s  s h a l l  be t r a n s a c te d  and 

t h a t  i n  an e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  m anner. In  m ajor a s se m b lie s  o n ly  such m a t te r s  s h a l l  

be d e a l t  w ith  as cou ld  n o t be f in i s h e d  i n  m inor a s s e m b lie s ,  o r such as  p e r t a in  

t o  th e  C hurches o f  th e  m ajor assem bly  i n  common.

A r t .  31 I f  anyone com plains t h a t  he h a s  been  wronged by th e  d e c is io n  o f th e  m inor assem 

b ly ,  he s h a l l  have th e  r i g h t  t o  ap p ea l to  a  m ajo r e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  assem b ly , and 

w hatev e r may be ag reed  upon by a  m a jo r i ty  v o te  s h a l l  bo c o n s id e re d  s e t t l e d  and 

b in d in g , u n le s s  i t  be proved to  c o n f l i c t  w ith  th e  Word o f God o r w ith  th e  a r t i c  

l e s  d ec id ed  upon in  t h i s  G en era l Synod, as long  as th e y  a re  n o t changed by a n 

o th e r  G en era l Synod.

A r t .  32 The p ro c e e d in g s  o f a l l  a s se m b lie s  s h a l l  b eg in  by  c a l l i n g  upon th e  Name o f God 

and be c lo se d  w ith  th a n k s g iv in g .

A r t .  33 Those who a re  d e le g a te d  to  th e  a s se m b lie s  s h a l l  b r in g  w ith  them t h e i r  creden tia ls



and i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  s ig n ed  by  th o se  send ing  thorn, and th e y  s h a l l  have a  v o te  in  a l l  

m a t te r s ,  e x ce p t such a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  concern  t h e i r  p e rso n s  o r C hurches.

A r t .  34 In  a l l  a s se m b lie s  th e r e  s h a l l  be n o t o n ly  a p r e s id e n t ,  b u t a ls o  a c le r k  t o  keep

a  f a i t h f u l  re c o rd  o f a l l  th in g s  w orthy  to  be re c o rd e d .

A r t .  35 The o f f i c e  o f th e  p r e s id e n t  i s  to  s t a t e  and e x p la in  th e  b u s in e s s  to  be tran sac ted , 

t o  see t o  i t  t h a t  everyone observe  due o rd e r  i n  sp e a k in g , t o  s i l e n c e  th e  cap tious 

and th o s e  who a re  vehem ent i n  sp e a k in g ; and to  p ro p e r ly  d i s c i p l i n e  them  i f  th e y  

r e f u s e  t o  l i s t e n .  F u rtherm ore  h i s  o f f i c e  s h a l l  c ea se  when th e  assem bly  h a s  been 

ended .

A r t .  36 The C la s s i s  h as  th e  same j u r i s d i c t i o n  over th e  C o n s is to ry  as  th e  P a r t i c u l a r  Synod 

h a s  over th e  C la s s is  and th e  G en era l Synod over th e  P a r t i c u l a r .

A r t .  37 In  a l l  C hurches th e r e  s h a l l  be a  C o n s is to ry  composed o f th e  M in is te r s  o f th e  Word 

and th e  E ld e r s ,  who, a t  l e a s t  i n  l a r g e r  C o n g re g a tio n s , s h a l l  as a  r u l e  m eet once

a  w eek. The M in is te r  o f  th e  Word (o r  th e  M in is te r s ,  i f  t h e r e  be more th a n  o n e ,in

tu r n )  s h a l l  p r e s id e  and r e g u la te  th e  p ro c e e d in g s i

A r t .  38 In  p la c e s  where th e  C o n s is to ry  i s  t o  be c o n s t i tu te d  f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e  o r anew ;

t h i s  s h a l l  n o t ta k e  p la c e  ex cep t w ith  th e  ad v ice  o f  th e  C la s s i s .  And w herever Ike 

number o f E ld e r s  i s  sm all th e  Deacons may be added t o  th e  C o n s is to ry  by  lo c a l  r e  

g u la t io n ;  t h i s  s h a l l  in v a r i a b ly  be done where th e  number i s  l e s s  th a n  t h r e e .

A r t .  39 P la c e s  where as y e t  no C o n s is to ry  can be co n s titu te d  s h a l l  be p la ced  by  th e  C la s 

s i s  under th e  c a re  o f a  n e ig h b o u rin g  C o n s is to ry .

A r t .  40 L ikew ise  th e  Deacons s h a l l  m eet, w herever n e c e s s a ry , ev e ry  week to  t r a n s a c t  th e  

b u s in e s s  p e r ta in in g  to  t h e i r  o f f i c e ,  c a l l in g  upon th e  Name o f God; w hereun to  th e  

M in is te r s  s h a l l  ta k e  good heed and I f  n e c e s s a ry  th e y  s h a l l  be p r e s e n t .

A r t .  41 The c l a s s i c a l  m e e tin g s  s h a l l  c o n s is t  o f n e ig h b o u rin g  C hurches t h a t  r e s p e c t iv e l y  

d e le g a te ,  w ith  p ro p e r c r e d e n t i a l s ,  a  M in is te r  and an E ld e r  t o  m eet a t  such tim e 

and p la c e  a s  was d e te rm in ed  by  th e  p re v io u s  c l a s s i c a l  m e e tin g . Such m e e tin g s  shall 

be h e ld  a t  l e a s t  once i n  th r e e  m onths, u n le s s  g r e a t  d i s ta n c e s  re n d e r  t h i s  in a d v i 

s a b le .  I n  th e s e  m e e tin g s  th e  M in is te r s  s h a l l  p re s id e  i n  r o t a t i o n ,  o r  one s h a l l  be 

chosen to  p r e s id e ;  how ever, th e  same M in is te r  s h a l l  n o t be chosen  tw ic e  i n  su c c 

e s s io n .

F u rth erm o re  th e  p r e s id e n t  s h a l l ,  among o th e r  th i n g s ,  p re s e n t  th e  fo llo w in g  q u e s t 

io n s  to  a l l  d e le g a te s :  w hether In  t h e i r  C hurches th e  C o n s is to ry  m eets r e g u la r ly ;  

w h e th er th e  Church d i s c i p l in e  i s  e x e rc is e d ;  w hether th e  poor and sc h o o ls  a re  c a 

re d  f o r ;  and l a s t l y ,  w hether th e r e  i s  any m a tte r  I n  w hich th e y  need th e  judgm ent 

and h e lp  o f th e  C la s s i s  f o r  th e  p ro p e r governm ent o f t h e i r  C hurch.
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And f i n a l l y ,  a t  th e  l a s t  m eeting  b e fo re  th e  P a r t i c u l a r  Synod, d e le g a te s  s h a l l  be 

chosen  to  a t te n d  s a id  Synod.

A r t .  12 Where th e r e  a re  more th a n  one M in is te r  i n  a  C hurch, a l s o  th o se  n o t d e le g a te d  acc 

o rd in g  t o  th e  fo re g o in g  a r t i c l e  s h a l l  have th e  r i g h t  t o  a t te n d  C la s s i s  w ith  adv

i s o r y  v o te .

A r t .  13 At th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  c l a s s i c a l  and o th e r  m ajor a s s e m b lie s ,  c en su re  s h a l l  be e x e r 

c is e d  over th o s e  who i n  th e  m eeting  have done som ething w orthy  o f p u n ish m en t, o r 

who have sco rned  th e  adm on ition  o f th e  m inor a s s e m b lie s .

A rt* 11 The C la s s i s  s h a l l  a ls o  a u th o r iz e  a t  l e a s t  two o f h e r  o ld e s t ,  m ost e x p e r ie n c e d  and 

com peten t M in is te r s  to  v i s i t  a l l  th e  C hurches i n  th e  c i t i e s  as  w e ll a s  i n  r u r a l  

d i s t r i c t s  once a  y e a r ,  u n le s s  th e  g r e a t  d is ta n c e s  re n d e r  t h i s  in a d v is a b le ,a n d  t o  

ta k e  heed w hether th e  M in is te r s ,  C o n s is to r ie s ,  and s c h o o lte a c h e rs  f a i t h f u l l y  per 

form  th e  d u t i e s  o f t h e i r  o f f i c e ,  adh ere  to  th e  sound d o c t r in e ,  observe  i n  a l l  

th in g s  th e  adop ted  o rd e r ,  and p ro p e r ly  prom ote as much a s  l i e s  i n  them , th ro u g h  

word and d eed , th e  u p b u ild in g  o f  th e  C o n g reg a tio n , and a ls o  o f th e  y o u th , to  th e  

end t h a t  th e y  may i n  good tim e f r a t e r n a l l y  admonish th o se  who o re  found  t o  be no 

g l ig e n t  i n  a n y th in g , and may by t h e i r  ad v ice  and a s s i s ta n c e  h e lp  d i r e c t  a l l  things 

u n to  th e  p eac e , u p b u ild in g ,  and g r e a t e s t  p r o f i t  o f  th e  C hurches and S c h o o ls . And 

each C la s s is  may c o n tin u e  th e se  v i s i t o r s  i n  s e rv ic e  as  lo n g  a s  i t  s e e s  f i t ,  e x c 

e p t  when th e  v i s i t o r s  th em se lv es  r e q u e s t  to  be r e le a s e d  f o r  re a so n s  ab o u t w hich 

th e  C la s s is  s h a l l  ju d g e .

A r t .  15 I t  s h a l l  be th e  d u ty  o f th e  Church in  which th e  C la s s is  and l ik e w is e  th e  P a r t i c 

u l a r  o r G en era l Synod m eets t o  f u r n is h  th e  fo llo w in g  m eeting  w ith  th e  A cts o f  the 

p re c e d in g  one.

A r t .  16 I n s t r u c t i o n s  co n ce rn in g  m a tte r s  t o  be c o n s id e re d  i n  m ajor a s se m b lie s  s h a l l  n o t 

be w r i t t e n  u n t i l  th e  d e c is io n s  o f p re v io u s  Synods to u c h in g  th e se  m a t te r s  have 

been  r e a d ,  i n  o rd e r  t h a t  what was once d ec id ed  be n o t ag a in  p ro p o sed , u n le s s  a  r e  

v i s io n  be deemed n e c e s s a ry .

A r t .  17 E very  y e a r  (o r  i f  need be more o f te n )  some n e ig h b o u rin g  C la s s e s ,  as  much as  poss 

i b l e  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  same P ro v in c e , s h a l l  m eet, to  w hich P a r t i c u l a r  Synod each 

C la s s i s  s h a l l  d e le g a te  two M in is te r s  and two E ld e r s ,  w hich number may be s e t  a t  

th r e e  by  a  Synod w hich c o n s i s t s  o f o n ly  th r e e  or fo u r  C la s s e s .  I f  th e  r e g io n  of 

th e  P a r t i c u l a r  Synod c o n s i s t s  o f two c l a s s i c a l  d i s t r i c t s  th e  number o f d e le g a te s  

s h a l l  be a t  l e a s t  th re e  M in is te r s  and th r e e  E ld e r s .  At th e  c lo se  o f b o th  th e  Par 

t i c u l a r  and th e  G en era l Synod some Church s h a l l  be empowered to  d e te rm in e  with th e  

a d v ic e  o f C la s s i s  th e  tim e and p la c e  o f th e  n e x t Synod.
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A rt. 48 Each Synod sh a ll be at l ib e r ty  to  s o l i c i t  and maintain contact w ith i t s  neighbou 

ring Synod or Synods in  such manner as th ey  sh a ll judge most conducive to gener

a l e d if ic a t io n .

A rt. 49 Each Synod sh a ll a lso  d elegate some to  execute everything ordained by Synod and

in  case of d i f f i c u l t i e s  to  extend help  to  the C la sses . This should be done in

such a manner th at as far as p o ssib le  for  the various m atters d if fe r e n t  groups of 

dep u ties are appointed. At le a s t  two or three of th ese  deputies sh a ll a lso  super 

v is e  a l l  peremptory examinations of future M in isters. And a l l  those d ep u ties shall 

keep proper record of a l l  th e ir  ac tio n s to  report th ereo f to  Synod, and i f  deman 

d ed ,to  g ive account of th ese a c tio n s . Furthermore, th ey  sh a ll not be discharged  

from th e ir  serv ice  before and u n t i l  Synod i t s e l f  d ischarges them.

A rt. 50 The N ational Synod sh a ll o rd in arily  be held once every three years (u n less  there

i s  an urgent reason to  convene one sooner). Each P articu lar  Synod s h a ll  d e lega te  

four M inisters and four E lders. Further, the Church which i s  charged w ith setting 

the time and place of the General Synod sh a ll decide about the time and place  

with the advice or-., approval of i t s  P articu lar Synod i f  according to  the judgment 

of a P articu lar  Synod the General Synod i s  to  be convened w ith in  the space of 

three years.

(The a r t ic le s  51 and 52 have been d e le te d . For convenience’s sake we r e ta in  the  
o r ig in a l numbering of the a r t i c l e s . )

OF THE DOCTRINE, SACRAMENTS AND OTHER CEREMONIES.

Art, 53 The M inisters of the Word of God and lik ew ise  the P rofessors of Theology ( and 

th is  a lso  behooves the other P rofessors and Schoolteachers) sh a ll subscribe to  

the Three Forms of U nity of the Canadian Reformed Churches, and the M in isters of 

the Word who refu se  to do so sh a ll de fa c to  be suspended from th e ir  o f f ic e  by the  

C onsistory or C la ss is  u n t il  they sh a ll have given a f u l l  statem ent of th e ir  reas  

•n s , and i f  they o b stin a te ly  p e r s is t  in  re fu s in g , th ey  sh a ll be deposed from 

th e ir  o f f ic e .

A rt. 54 Likewise the E lders and Deacons, and those who by a C la ss is  are admitted as a 

Candidate for  the M inistry, sh a ll subscribe to  the a foresa id  Forms of U nity ,

Art. 55 To ward o ff  fa ls e  d octr in es and errors th at m u ltip ly  exceed ingly  through h e r e t ic  

a l w r itin g s , the M inisters and Elders sh a ll use the means of teach in g , of r e fu t 

a tio n , of warning, and of admonition, as w ell in  the M inistry of the Word as in  

C hristian  teaching and in  fa m ily -v is it in g .

A rt» 56 The Covenant of God sh a ll be sealed  unto the ch ildren  of the C h ristian s by Bapt

ism ,as soon as the adm inistration th ereof i s  fe a s ib le ,  and such in  the public as 

sembly when the Word of God i s  preached.
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57 The M inisters sh a ll do th e ir  b est and work to  the end th at the fa th er  present his 

ch ild  fo r  Baptism. And in  the Congregations where b esid es the fa th ers  a lso  god

fa th ers  or w itn esses  are taken at Baptism (which custom, being in  i t s e l f  permiss 

ib l e ,  sh a ll not be changed l ig h t ly )  i t  i s  proper th at such be taken who adhere to 

the pure doctrine and are of a pious conduct.

58 In the ceremony of Baptism, both of ch ildren  and of a d u lts , the M inister sh a ll 

use the Forms of the In s t itu t io n  and the Use of Baptism r e sp e c t iv e ly  drawn up for  

th a t purpose.

59 Adults are through Baptism incorporated in to  the C hristian  Church and accepted as 

members of the Church, and are th erefore  obliged a lso  to  partake in  the Lord's 

Supper, which they sh a ll promise to  do at th e ir  Baptism.

60 The names of those b ap tized , together with those o f the parents and w itn esses  , 

and lik ew ise  the date of Baptism, sh a ll be recorded.

61 None sh a ll be admitted to  the Lord's Supper except those who, according to  the 

usage of the Church w ith which th ey  u n ite  them selves, have made a p ro fessio n  of 

the Reformed R e lig io n , b esid es being reputed to  be o f a godly conduct, w ithout 

which a lso  those who come from other Churches sh a ll not be adm itted.

62 Every Church sh a ll adm inister the Lord's Supper in  such a manner as i t  sh a ll jud 

ge most conducive to  e d if ic a t io n ;  provided however, th at the outward ceremonies 

as proscribed in  God's Herd be not changed and th at a l l  su p e r stit io n  be avoided, 

and th at at the conclusion  of the sermon and the usual prayers, the Form for  the  

A dm inistration of the Lord's Supper w ith the prayer fo r  th a t purpose, sh a ll be 

read.

63 The Lord's Supper sh a ll be adm inistered at le a s t  every two or three months.

6A The adm inistration  of the Lord's Supper sh a ll take p lace only where there i s  sup

e r v is io n  o f E ld ers, according to  the e c c le s ia s t ic a l  order and in  a public  gather  

in g  of the Congregation.

65 Funeral sermons or funeral serv ices  sh a ll not be in s t i t u te d .

66 In time o f war, p e s t ile n c e , general c a la m itie s , and other great a f f l i c t io n s ,  the 

pressure of which i s  f e l t  throughout the Churches, a day o f prayer sh a ll be pro

claimed by the Churches appointed for  th a t purpose by the la t e s t  General Synod.

67 The Churches sh a ll observe, in  ad d ition  to  the Sunday, a lso  Christmas, E aster ,

and P en tecost. The observance of second fea st-d a y s and of Ascension Day i s  l e f t

in  the freedom of the Churches.

68 The M inisters everywhere sh a ll on Sunday, ord in arily  in  the afternoon serv ice  ,

b r ie f ly  exp la in  the sum of the C hristian  D octrine, comprehended in  the Catechism,



which at the present t in e  i s  accepted in  the Canadian Reformed Churches, so th at  

as much as p o ss ib le  the explanation sh a ll be annually completed, according to  the 

d iv is io n  of the Catechism i t s e l f .

A rt. 69 In the Churches the 150 Psalms sh a ll be sung, and the Hymns, maintained and adop 

ted for  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  use by the Synod of Middelburg in  1933.

Art. 70 Since i t  i s  proper th at the matrimonial s ta te  be confirmed before C h r is t1s Church, 

according to  the Form in  use for  th at purpose, the C o n sisto r ies  sh a ll attend to  

i t .  l )

l )  the observance of th is  a r t ic le  i s  l e f t  in  the freedom of the Churches
(N ational Synod of Homewood, 1954, A r t.7-4)

OF THE CENSURE AND ECCLESIASTICAL ADMONITION

A rt. 71 As C hristian  d is c ip lin e  i s  o f a s p ir itu a l  nature, and exempts no one from c i v i l  

t r i a l  or punishment by the secu lar a u th o r it ie s , so b esid es c i v i l  punishment there 

i s  a lso  need of e c c le s ia s t ic a l  censure, to reco n c ile  the sinner w ith the Church 

and h is  neighbour, and to  remove the o ffen se out of the Church of C h r ist.

A rt. 72 In case anyone s in s  against the pu rity  of doctrine or p ie ty  of conduct, as long  

as the s in  i s  of a private character, not g iv in g  public o ffen se , the ru le  c le a r 

l y  prescribed by C hrist in  Matthew 18 sh a ll be fo llow ed .

A rt. 73 The secret s in s  of which the sinner rep en ts, a fte r  being admonished by one person 

in  p rivate  or in  the presence o f two or three w itn esse s , sh a ll not be la id  b e f

ore the C onsistory .

A rt. 7-4 I f  anyone, having been admonished in  love concerning a secret s in  by two or three 

persons, does not g ive heed, or otherwise has committed a public s in , the matter 

sh a ll be reported to  the C onsistory.

A rt. 75 The r e c o n c ilia t io n  of a l l  such s in s  as are by nature of a public character, or 

have become public because the admonitions o f the Church were d e sp ise d ,sh a ll take 

place (upon s u f f ic ie n t  evidence of repentance) in  such form and manner as the 

C onsistory sh a ll deem conducive to  the e d if ic a t io n  of each Church. Whether in  

p a rticu lar  cases th is  sh a ll take place in  p u b lic , sh a ll in  Churches where there 

i s  only one M in ister, and when there i s  a d ifferen ce  of opinion about i t  in  the 

C onsistory, be considered with the advice o f two neighbouring Churches.

A rt. 76 Whosoever o b s tin a te ly  r e je c ts  the admonition of the C onsistory, and lik ew ise  he 

who has committed a public or otherwise gross s in , sh a ll be suspended from the  

Lord's Supper. And i f  he, having been suspended, a fte r  repeated admonitions,shews 

no sign  o f repentance, the Consistory" sh a ll a t l a s t  proceed to  the extreme reme

dy, namely, excommunication, agreeably to  the Form adopted fo r  th at purpose acc

ording to  the Word of God.But no cue sh a ll be excommunicated except w ith preceding



advice o f C la s s is .

A rt. 77 A fter the suspension from the Lord's Supper and subsequent frequent adm onitions, 

and before proceeding to  excommunication, the obstin acy of the sinner sh a ll  be pu 

b l i c ly  made known to  the Congregation, the o ffen se  explained together w ith the 

care bestowed upon him, in  reproof, suspension from the Lord's Cuppei, and re pea 

ted admonition, and the Congregation sh a ll be exhorted to  speak to  him and to  

pray fo r  him. There sh a ll be th ree such adm onitions. In the f i r s t  the name of the 

sinner sh a ll not be mentioned th at he be somewhat spared. In the second,w ith the 

advice o f C la s s is , h is  name sh a ll be mentioned. In the th ird  the Congregation 

sh a ll be informed th at (u n less he repent) bo w i l l  be excluded from the fellowship  

of the Church, so th a t h is  excommunication, in  ca.se he remains obstinate,m ay take 

place w ith the t a c i t  approbation of the Church. The in te r v a l between the admonit 

ions sh a ll be l e f t  to  the d isc re tio n  of the C onsistory.

Art. 78 Whenever anyone who has been excommunicated d e s ire s  to  become recon ciled  to  the  

Church in  the way of pen iten ce, i t  sh a ll f i r s t  be announced to  the Congregation, 

e ith e r  before the celeb ra tion  of the Lord's Supper, or a t some other opportune 

tim e, in  order that (provided no one can mention anything against h ir  to  the con 

trary) he may w ith p rofession  of h is  conversion be p u b l i c ly  r e in s ta te d , according 

to  the Form in  use for  th at purpose.

Art. 79 When M inisters of the Divine Word, E lders or Deacons, have committed any p u b lic , 

gross s in , which i s  a d isgrace to  the Church, or worthy of punishment by the Sec 

ular A u th o r itie s ,th e  E lders and Deacons sh a ll im m ediately by preceding sentence  

o f th e ir  C onsistory and th a t of the n earest Church, be suspended or exp elled  from 

th e ir  o f f ic e ,  but the M inisters sh a ll only be suspended. Whether th ese sh a ll be 

e n t ir e ly  deposed from o f f ic e ,  sh a ll be subject to  the judgment of the C la ss is  , 

w ith the advice o f the Deputies of the P articu lar Synod mentioned in  r t i c l e  11.

A rt. 80 Furthermore among the gross s in s , which are worthy of being punished w ith suspen 

s io n  or d ep osition  from o f f ic e ,  th ese are the p r in c ip a l o n es: fa ls e  d octrin e or 

heresy , public schism, public blasphemy simony, f a i t h le s s  d esertio n  o f o f f ic e  

or in tru sio n  upon th a t o f another, perjury, adu ltery , fo r n ic a tio n , t h e f t ,a c t s  of 

v io le n c e , hab itu a l drunkenness, brawling, f i l t h y  lu cre; in  sh ort, a l l  s in s  and 

gross o ffe n se s , which render the perpetrators infamous before the world, and 

which in  any p rivate  member of the Church would be considered worthy of sxcommun 

ic a t io n .

Art. 81 The M inisters of the Word, E lders and Deacons, sh a ll ex erc ise  C hristian  censure 

among them selves and in  a fr ie n d ly  s p ir i t  admonish one another w ith  r gard to the 

discharge of th e ir  o f f i c e .



n  /

Art 4 82 To those who c ir t from the Congregation, an a e s ta t io n  or testim ony concerning 

th e ir  p rofession  and conduct sh a ll be given by the C onsistory, signed by two, or 

in  the case of a tte s ta t io n s  given under the sea l of the Church, signed by one.

A rt. 83 Furthermore, to  the poor, departing for  s u f f ic ie n t  reasons, so much money for

tra v e lin g  sh a ll be given by the Deacons as they deem adequate. The C onsistory and 

the Deacons s h a l l ,  however, see to  i t  th at they be not too much in c lin ed  to  r e l 

ie v e  th e ir  Churches of the poor with whom they would without n e c e s s ity  burden 

other Churches.

A rt. 84. No Church sh a ll in  any way lord  i t  over other Churches, no M inister over other  

M in isters, no Elder or Deacon over other E lders or Deacons.

A rt. 85 Foreign Churches whose usages d if f e r  from ours in  n o n -e ssen tia ls  sh a ll not be re 

je c te d .

A rt. 86 These A r t ic le s , r e la t in g  to  the law ful order of the Church, have been so drafted  

and adopted by common a ssen t, th at they may and ought to  be a lte r ed , augmented 

or dim inished, i f  the p r o fit  of the Churches demand i t .  However, no p a rticu la r  

Congregation, C la s s is , or Synod sh a ll be at l ib e r ty  to  do so, but they sh a ll show 

a l l  d ilig en ce  in  observing them, u n t i l  i t  be otherw ise ordained by the General 

or N ational Synod.

p .s .

The Synod o f Middelburg 1933 added to  the Church Order o f Dort an a r t ic le  th at in  the  
newer e d it io n s  o f the Dutch Church Order has been in serted  as a r t . 84 w hereafter the  
numbering o f the l a s t  a r t ic le s  fo llo w s as 85,86 and 87.
Our Canadian Reformed Churches have adopted as e c c le s ia s t ic a l  order the Church Order 
of Dort and never f e l t  them selves bound by synodical d ec is io n s  of our S i s te r churches 
s in ce  D ort. The a r t ic le  o f Middelburg 1933 has been l e f t  out, but here fo llo w s i t s  
tr a n s la t io n  in  the E nglish  language:

The Churches, meeting in  C lasses, P articu lar Synods, and General Synods, 
form togeth er as many corporate bodies with resp ect to  what belongs to  the  
Churches r e sp e c t iv e ly  of that C la s s is , P articu lar Synod or General Synod 
in  common. As such they are le g a l ly  represented both by the resp ec tiv e  C la sses , 
P a rticu lar  Synods, and General Synods, and by the Deputies who are appointed, 
in s tr u c te d , and dism issed by those assem blies, and are in  a l l  th e ir  ac tio n s  
bound by th e ir  in s tr u c t io n .


